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Dates now set for Lund Assembly. - A telegram from Lund, 
Sweden, now confirms the dates of the Assembly of the Lutheran World 
Federation as 30th June to 6th July, 1947. The Lund Committee on 
arrangements includes Dr. Ragnar Askmark, Dr. Herman Schlyter, and 
Dr. Ernst Newman of Lund. 


Program for Lund Assembly Proposed 


The Program Committee for the Lund Assembly has now sub- 
mitted the following tentative program: - 


General Theme THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN THE WORLD TODAY 


I. CONFESSING "THE TRUTH" IN A CONFUSED WORLD 


a) The Word 
b) The Sacraments 
c) The Church 


1) Nature and Function 
2) Relationship to other churches and the state 


II. FULFILLING HER MISSION IN.A DEVASTATED WORLD 


a) Evangelism and Stewardship 
b) Foreign Missions 
c) Helping one another 


III. FACING THE PROBLEMS IN A TROUBLED WORLD 


a) Materialism, Secularism, Decline of Morals 
b) Race Relations 
c) Refugees and Displaced Persons 


COMMISSIONS 


Three to be appointed - one for each part of 
the program. Number I to be to Scandinavians; 
Number II to Americans; 
Number III to Germans. 
Each of these Commissions to be helped in prelim- 
inary studies by kindred groups and individuals 
in all other countries. (See Article XI of pro- 


naced ennetitnution). 
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(Program for Lund Assembly - continued) 


NATIONAL COMMITTEES ("Landes Committee") 


Each country should have a national Lutheran 
committee which will function for all churches 
of that country which are members of the ` 
Lutheran World Federation. (See Article X of 
proposed constitution). 


Three Commissions at Work. 


The program will be divided between three Commissions for 
preliminary study. These three reports (from the Commissions) 
will then go to the three sections of the Assembly delegates at 
Lund for study and findings. The findings will then be presented 
to the plenary sessions. 


A Scandinavian Commission will report on Part I, an Amer- 
ican Commission on Part II, and a German Commission on Part III. 
We hope to be able to report the full personnel of all commissions 
in the next Bulletin. 


National Committees of Lutheran World Federation. 


Every country. under the Constitution, should have a 
"National Committee" which should be truly representative of the 
Lucheran Church in that country. Since the delegates to the Lund 
meeting will be clergy and lay men and women, it may be very 
desirable to include all in the National Committees. 


Returns on Questionnaires. 


Before Dr. Michelfelder left America, he arranged for the 
sending out of 50 questionnaires to Lutheran church leaders in 28 
countries, To date (27nd November) 13 have been returned. This 
questionnaire asks the church leaders to list the people who will 
be interested in getting into correspondence with kindred church 
leaders of other countries. For instance, theolcgians of Sweden 
may want to get into touch with other theologians in South America 
on their assignment. Americans may want to get better acquainted 
with the new Lutheran leaders in Germany, etc. This list of names 
will give the adress of each person and his or her special in- 
terest. 
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About the "News Bulletin". 


PE on paced, 


The "News Bulletin" has now been designated the official 
organ of the Lutheran World Federation. It will come to you as 
often as we find it important to pass on news and information. 

I shall try to keep you informed about the progress of the plans 
for the Lund assembly. From time to time there will also be news 
articles-for the public press and.church papers. Please make the 
fullest use of the material sent. If you have a news bulletin 
service, reproduce items of special interest to your people. Then, 
do not be only a receiver of news, but send in to this office all 
news which might be of value to others. Help other Lutheran 
churches to become better acquainted with the Lutheran churches of 
your country. 


Report from Erfurt and Eisenach, Germany. 


Lutherans throughout the world are interested in the his- 
torical places of Luther's Reformation in Germany. Letters from 
Erfurt and Eisenach were awaiting Dr. Michelfelder upon his return 
to Geneva. Both these cities are in the Russian zone of occupa- 
tion. 


Eisenach, 20th July 1946 : A letter from the Oberburger- 
meister states : "Your letter of 12th April,1946, arrived 
19th July. - The Wartburg Castle was damaged by artillery fire. 
The damage, however, is not so great that it cannot be repaired. = 
In the next few days the cross will again be raised over 'The Wart- 
burg'. This cross under Nazi rule had been removed. This rais- 
ing of the cross now should be a symbol of the spirit which has sure 
vived and a turn from the spirit which was in power. 


"Much difficulty has arisen as we have tried to preserve the 
valuable frescoes. In spite of all our efforts it has been im- 
possible to keep out all dampness. Eventually repairs must be made 
so that these priceless works of art may be restored. 


"The German people have become poverty stricken because of 
the war. I do not know if we have the moral right to make an ap- 
peal for help to the world. So far the repairs have cost about 
30,000 Reichsmark." (i.e. $3,000.00). 


Erfurt, 7th October 1946 : A letter from Dr. Holzel, Chair- 
man, Church Council, "Augustiner" Congregation, addressed to 

Dr. Michelfelder, Executive Secretary : (Excerpt) - "The historical 
Luther buildings in Erfurt suffered five bomb hits during air-raids 
in the last months of the war. A great part of the monestary is 

in complete ruins. In the basement of the library, where there was 
a direct hit, 200 members of the "Augustiner" congregation, with 
their pastor, lost their lives. The church is heavily damaged 

and cannot be used. So far it has been impossible to protect the 
historical Luther places against the destruction of the elements. 

We have no workmen and no materials, Nor have we money and we 

are also lacking in food. It is estimated that repairs to the 
Luther houses will cost about 1 1/2 million Reichsmark." (i.e. 
approximately $150,900.00). 
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Statistics Wanted. 


One of the tasks of the Lutheran World Federation will be 
the gatheríng of statistics on the Lutheran churches of the world. 
Another World Almanac will be prepared when the proper time comes. 
Will you please send the office of the Executive Secretary an es- 
timate (need not be exact) of the following : -= 


ie GOUMEEY cascceae< 

26 BYNOG OP CHUPEN soos. ve 

3e Number of Souls ..essca.. Communicants .secsscse 
4. Number of Pastors ....... ee 

5. Number of Congregations «...s+ees 


6. Number of Refugees (Lutheran) ....... 
(Please note country of origin and state whether 
refugees are included in No. 3). 


Problems Facing the Danish Church. 


For some time past two very difficult questions have occupied 
the minds of many members of the Danish State Church. The one is 
the question of whether the Church is justified in maintaining its 
practice of infant baptism under the present conditions, and the other 
is the problem of how to reach men and women of today with the Chris- 
tian message. 


The first question was raised by Dean Helweg-Larsen at the 
Church conference of the Copenhagen diocese recently. The Dean 
thought that the position of the Church was clearly characterized by 
the fact that the number of church-goers in Copenhagen in proportion 
to the population has decreased to less than half of what it was fifty 
years ago. The direct result of this decrease is that a proportionate 
part of the population is deprived of the teaching which our Lord com- 
manded, and this again means that, from a Christian point of view, the 
subconscious mind is being undermined and formed by influences from 
other directions. The result is, amongst other things, the land- 
slide in public opinion regarding sex and marriage which has taken 
place during the past twenty years. 


Dean Helweg-Larsen said that this must be borne in mind when 
considering the practice of the State Church in regard to infant bap- 
tism. So far there are only distant rumblings of the storm to come. 
But is it justifiable in the present circumstances and from the point 
of view of Christianity and of the State Church, to baptize children 
whose parents later on re“vse to let them be confirmed in their bap- 
tismal vows ? Faced with this problem we cannot let the matter rest 
at the bare ass -*tion that all who are baptized are Christians. Wo 
wust rerlice that we are up against a popular religion on the same 
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lines as the one which the prophets fought with all their might. The 
essence of this popular religion today may be said to be synonymous 
with that of the so-called natural religion of man, e.g. consisting 
of the three simple conceptions: God, Virtue, and Immortality - with 
the modification that God and Virtue play only a minor part while the 
dominating idea is Immortality, and this even only in the shape of a 
hope of reunion with and a continuation of life together with one's 
dear ones. Such a natural religion or secularized Christianity is, 
of course, not the same as heathenism, and we are therefore faced 
with the great problem of whether we are to adopt different methods 
when dealing with such apostacy, conscious or unconscious, than when 
facing actual heathenism. We cannot evade the issue. Let us by 
all means employ all possible methods, from working for the Christian 
rebirth of civilisation to various kinds of publicity stunts, in or- 
der to reach modern man of today. But in all this we must remember 
that we have only one message: Christ, and Him crucified, and that 
we have something to say in our preaching about conversion. We must 
not hesitate to make it clear that whoever has gone astray from God 
must return to Him and that faith is not merely a new opinion, but 
the very passage from Death to Life. 


50th Anniversary of the Copenhagen Church Foundation. 


The Copenhagen Church Foundation, which celebrated its 50th 
anniversary on 14th October 1946, is an organisation which together 
with the "Association for the Erection of Small Churches in Copen- 
hagen" works for the further extension of the Church in Copenhagen 
by the dividing up of parishes, the erection of churches, and the 
appointment of ministers. This great piece of work is carried out 
by the voluntary efforts of the Danish Congregation in as much as 
the activities of the Church Foundation throughout the years have 
been financed entirely by contributions from the parishes all over 
the country. These two sister organisations now have 18 churches 
in the suburbs of Copenhagen and through the efforts of the Found- 
ation the average population in a Copenhagen parish is now some 
11,000 as against 28,000 in 1890. 


(The above two articles are from: "Church Press 
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and information Service", issued by the Danish 


os Aa Council. - Børge E., Andersen report- 
ing. 
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THE LUTHERAN YOUTH MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES 


by Rev. Wilton Bergstrand, of Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota, U.S.A. Pastor Bergstrand was recently in 
Geneva to represent American Lutheran Youth in the 
planning of the World Conference for Youth to be 
held in Oslo next year. He is Youth Director of 
the Augustana Synod. This is the second of two 
articles which we asked him to write for the "News 
Bulletin" (the first was reproduced in News Bulle- 
tin No. 6 of 28th August 1946). 


There are 5,000,000 Lutherans in the United States of America, 
©: another 15,000,000 who indicate a Lutheran preference. They are 
rganised into a number of Synods, each of which is on a nation-wide 
basis. All the Synods with the exception of the Missouri Synod are 
now co-operating through an agency known as the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil and through the American Section of the Lutheran World Federation. 


The Lutheran Churches of America do a great deal for their 
young people. They maintain a good number of colleges and seminaries 
where their youth can be trained for service in the church and for the 
various professions. They maintain Sunday morning Bible classes in 
connection with the church school held before the morning worship: sere 
vice, where their youth can study the Word of God. In a number of 
churches Boy Scout troops and Girl Guide groups are sponsored. Quite 
a few Lutheran churches have young women's missionary societies where 
missionary educational programmes are conducted and where money is 
raised for the work of foreign and also home missions. 


Chief among the Lutheran youth organisations is the "Luther 

League", which is the historic young people's organisation. There 

l BG about 8,500 Lúther Leagues in the United States. In these Luther 
Leagues the confirmed young men and women of the congregation are banded 
together for worship, for study, for service, and for recreation. The 
League's official insignia is the Luther emblem, consisting of the 
black cross in a red heart on the white Saxon rose surrounded by a blue 
field and a gold ring. The aim of the Luther League is to keep con- 
firmed youth faithful to Christ and His Church, to help them to grow 
in the grace and knowledge of Christ, and to use their energies in His 
service, as well as to win unchurched youth for Christ. Discussion 
programmes are encouraged. Some Leagues meet every week, some every 
two weeks, some once a month, usually in the church parlours or. parish 
house s The Luther League sponsors a Bible-reading and Scripture 
sharing crusade called the "Pocket Testament League", in which members 
promise to read a portion of the Word of God each day and to carry a 
New Testament with them wherever possible. Better reading is pro- 
moted through Book Lists and reading courses. Youth are trained for 
leadership in the local and area league work through leadership train- 
ing institutes. Life service within the church is set forth and the 
opportunities in the Gospel ministry, on the mission fields, and other 
full-time church work are presented. About 250 summer Bible camps 
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are held, by a lake or a stream or in the mountains. Here at these 
camps through Bible studies and through Practical Hours which are held 
in the morning and through inspirational services which are held in 
the evening, the call of Christ to youth is sounded forth in a power- 
ful way. The afternoons at camp are set aside for recreation. 


The local Luther Leagues raise hundreds of thousands of dollars 
annually, a good portion of which goes to various missionary projects. 
The Luther Leagues of the various synods are organised in their areas 
and on a national basis. Biennial synod-wide conferences of youth 
are held, bringing together several thousands of youth from all parts 
of the United States. In addition there are a great many area ral- 
lies and conventions. Each of the larger synods maintains a Luther 
League office, where guidance and programme help are provided by a 
full-time staff of youth workers. Two of the Lutheran bodies pub- 
lish monthly youth magazines, several of them publish study quarter- 
lies on a series of topics which are the joint produce of the Luther 
League workers of almost all the synods, and all publish booklets and 
pamphlets and tracts for the encouragement of the Luther League work. 
Lutheran youth of America love to sing, and at their conventions, 
camps, and rallies, as well as at special “singspirations" there is 
much singing of the great hymns of the Church. At the present time 
several of the Luther League groups are giving encouragement to the 
Luther League work on their church's foreign mission fields in Africa, 
China, India, and the South Pacific Islands. 


The Missouri Synod calls its young people's group the "Walther 
League", after the Synod's founder, Dr. C.J.N. Walther, has a beauti- 
ful Lutheran Youth Building in Chicago as its headquarters and among 
its projects owns and operates a tuberculosis sanatorium - a half- 
million dollar institution. 


Two of the Lutheran bodies, namely the American Lutheran 
Church and the Augustana Synod, have recently created Youth Boards 
elected by their church at the synodical meeting to supervise, pro- 
mote, and correlate all the youth work of the church, from confirma- 
tion time (around 14 years) to thirty years of age. 


Then, too, on over two hundred college and university campuses 
in America there is found the "Lutheran Students’ Association", which 
local groups provide study and discussion and fellowships opportuni- 
ties for a host of Lutheran young people who are studying at institu- 
tions of higher learning. These local associations are banded to- 
gether into regional groups which hold annual conventions. The 
Lutheran Students Association of America holds an annual encampment 
called the "Ashram". 


The Lutheran Church of the United States is increasingly aware 
of the fact that "he who gets the youth gets the future". She rea- 
lizes that the days of youth are the days of decision; five-sixths 
of all who take their stand for Christ do so before the age of twenty; 
life partners are selected; 75% of vocational choices are made in 
zis period; nine-tenths of all missionaries have beed led into 
thei: culling by the age of 24. 
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Yes, the Lutheran Church of the United States is sensing the 
call to keep and use her young people for Christ and His Church. 


The Lutheran youth of America would take this means of extend- 
ing the hand of friendship and comradeship to the Lutheran youth of 
the world, in the name of the Christ, Who is the answer to every sin, 
to every sorrow, to every heartache and disappointment, to every 
yearning and aspiration of this bewildered generation of the youth 
of the world. Be assured of the support of our intercessory 
prayers to the throne of Him who is able to save and to keep and to 
rebuild and to bless and to make of us a blessing. 


x * x 
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From_a_letter of a Jugoslav Lutheran Pastor _who,together 
with the members of his church, was expelled. 


"Among our Lutheran expellees in Jugoslavia people dare not 
publicly and openly stand under the sign of the Cross, even in the 
most unfortunate experiences of life and death. In their hearts, 
however, their faith in Christ is stronger than ever. Among the 
treasures which they have salvaged are their Bibles, Testaments, and 
prayer-books, and this in spite of repeated search for concealed 
books. On a government estate an overseer happened to come upon 
some women who were working as forced labourers. While they worked 
they were singing hymns. The overseer mocked them and repeated 
over and over again ‘There is no God,' His argument was: 'If God 
did exist, he would have helped you and not us, the partisans, to 
victory, for we do not believe in Him.' 


k * * 


€ Personal News. 
Dr. Clifford Nelson, who has been in Europe as Commissioner of 
the American Section of the Lutheran World Federation, returned to 


America on 14 November and will come back to Geneva around 5 February. 
This time he will come with his wife and three children. 


Dr. Theodore Bachman, of Maywood Lutheran Seminary, Chicago, 
has arrived in Geneva. He has been appointed Secretary for the World 
Council of Churches in Germany. He is awaiting validation and a 
military permit. 


Pastor Göte Hedenquist, who represents the Swedish Church at 
the World Council of Churches, is visiting Roumania at this time. 
He also has moved with his family to Geneva. 


Dr. Stewart Herman, Assistant Director of the Reconstruction 
Department, W.C.C., is visiting the churches of Hungary and Austria. 
He is expected back any day. 


Dr. and Mrs. Michelfelder returned to Geneva on 2nd November. 


